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(9) Hello Servas Tohoku! Mia Levin

[ am a Canadian living in Sendai City where I am working in a Junoir High School. I am a member of a Programme called
JET (Japan Exchange and Teaching Programme). There are two expectations placed on participants in the JET
Programme. One aspect of our job is to help young students learn how to read, write, and speak English; the other is
Internationalization. The teaching role, although challenging, is understood by most of the participants. However, the idea
of Internationalization is more complex.

[ think for many members of the JET Programme, the emphasis placed on Internationalization was a surprise. The idea
that sharing culture is inherently valuable is not self evident. Most people are fully occupied by the things closest to them.
They may watch the International News in the evenings, but once the television is switched off, the only thing that seems
important is a person’s everyday reality. Upon arrival at their schools, the average JET may think to her or his self, “why
do Japanese people want to learn about foreign culture? Why go to all this trouble? I thought I was here to teach English!”

However, as a members of Servas, we understand why Internationalization, not only language learning, is vital. Language
and culture are impossible to separate. Students who learn English but do not learn about differnt cultures are being
taught an incomplete lesson. In the future, they will not be inspired to travel or live overseas. As a result, they will not
return to Japan carrying their new knowledge with them .

JET participants are not only language teachers, we are living examples of Internationalization. In Japan I am a foreigner
experiencing a new culture. Although many of my students cannot understand this essay, they listen to me in class and
they say “hello” when they see me in the hallway. I am staff member at the school and a part of each student’s everyday
reality. In these

ways, all of them can understand what I am going through. They can see that although life in a new place is not always
easy, it is possible.

It takes courage to leave the things we are comfortable with and it takes incredible generosity to accept a stranger into
ones home or workplace. These virtues which are reflected in the mandate of Servas are also integral to the JET
Programme. This is internationalization. In the future I hope my students will think about me, think beyond National
boundaries, and feel inspired to take on a challenge similar to mine. The world is open, and waiting for them.
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