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Travelling with Servas During Lockdown, some of our members are engaging in Virtual
Travel. M.L., a Servas Britain host of 40 years, and S.U. of Servas Chugoku-Shikoku
Region in Japan, tell us here about their new type of Servas friendship.

M’s story: I was busy planning my visit to Japan. I was excited, as I have always wanted
to go there. My big chance came when I was funded to attend the United Nations Crime
Congress in April 2020 on behalf of Friends World Committee for Consultation (Quakers).
It was to be held in Kyoto, eight days long, and I decided to spend another three weeks in
Japan. The visit was planned to be from mid-April to mid-May. After organizing travel and
hotel for the Congress, I began contacting Servas hosts, first in Kyoto as it is a lovely city
and worth spending more time than just the Congress week. Then I wanted to visit
Hiroshima and its Peace Park. I planned to spend the last week in Tokyo and had booked
a room at the Quaker Centre there. Then came Covid-19. No one knew how long it would
last or what would happen about the Congress - initially everyone wanted to continue
regardless. But as events unfolded, it became obvious that it would be cancelled or
postponed, and this was confirmed on 25 March. I wrote immediately to all three Servas
hosts who had agreed to host me. S replied at length. It turned out that she is a teacher
of English at a private school, working part-time after retirement - so her English is
excellent. And so we developed a correspondence over April and May, emailing every

week or fortnight, comparing notes about the way the pandemic was developing in the



two countries. Events in the two countries sometimes proceeded in tandem, sometimes
they were out of step with each other. It was interesting to reflect on the similarities and
differences. When I told S about the scandal of Covid-19 in care homes for elderly people,
she told me a similar story of a home for adults with learning disabilities who had been
badly affected. Both in our seventies, we have been hiding away in our houses, unsure
whether it is safe to emerge as the two countries lift their lockdown. Neither of us feel
confidence in our leaders. We shared other things along the way. I told her about my
daughter’s basket weaving, and S looked up her website. S told me about her efforts to
see this year’s cherry blossom, and sent me a photo. We were both anxious about our
grandchildren not going to school, finding home-schooling hard and not getting enough
exercise. Then S suggested a Skype call. I had thought this would be impossible because
of the time difference, but we managed it at 15.00 UK time and 23.00 Japanese time. It
was an opportunity to share more personal things about our lives and how we were
surviving the pandemic. I asked S if we should write a joint article, but she felt her English
wasn’t quite good enough - and also she was preparing to resume her teaching job. I
offered to write this article, send it to her, and then we would talk on Zoom. We did talk
on Zoom (see photo) and exchanged more news. And S was encouraged to write an
article to go with mine, which I hope follows this one.

S writes: I received an e-mail from M on 3rd March requesting a host. She planned to
come to Hiroshima on 29th & 30th April. I expected to take her to Peace Memorial Park,
Shukkeien Garden and Miyajima Island. Then the infection of Covid-19 started spreading
over Japan, however I hoped it would cease by the middle of April. The situation became
more and more serious. In the end her congress was also cancelled. It was an unexpected
happening. Although she could not come to Hiroshima in April, we started exchanging

e-mails as she mentioned in her report. My bronchial tubes are not strong enough, so I



often get a high fever when I catch a cold. This Covid-19 likes the people who easily catch
a cold and I decided to stay at home as much as possible. I went out to get food only once
every 10 to 14 days. Actually I am an extrovert, not an introvert. Naturally such a long
stay-home period made me frustrated at the beginning, however thanks to our
correspondence, I could share various kinds of information and have found a new way of
refreshment for gloomy days. It means that Servas International Organization gave this
wonderful opportunity to us! If we have a second Covid-19 infection, let's share
information among the Servas members through e-mails, skype or zoom and support

each other!

5 BHMSEEBHEL
1) BR&: MIN.SAN 2021 3 AN TEREEINET., T—H TS TELMDOETT, ZF
BT RDCRDFELZS. BARZSFELTLET,
2) ZEBMYRENS, 2021 F1AIC1AHESERMWEEEHR U, H0FESTETNET,
3) LOIYER/TEDZESE : BEC 1 A 3 HDOA—ILTHEZ L TVETH. 2021 FENSEFR
B2 T&ESIZLOI £IXDFET, ERDOFIREARER—LR—=0D [SOL FIADF5IE]
DE7ECH D> TWVWFT ., BHREUFTTHREVEDELIZEL,
4) 2021 FEREMADSEAL 1 1 HAXRZFTIC 3000 T, sFMEBICA—)LTEHNSEL
THEDFTFIDTLKBAULBRENULET,
5) ROFE: 202158 16 8 (B) ZHa
6) LRIBHOCHRE | COE. LKREBEIDIL(CRDE
Ufc. RRAETIN. TEINETDEKRDIEVEBVET,
SROFERZ RSB TVWEESEE. ZHhHhiBU<
PRV LET, (S.Y)

(S.Y.¥F)




