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Paper Cranes(3¥7V) #E)
GIFT Project

by CHUGOKU/SHIKOKU Region and
KYUSHU Region in SERVAS JAPAN

PAPER CRANES GIFT PROJECT: Welcome to Hiroshima/
Nagasaki, JAPAN. We hand the Paper Cranes Gift to SERVAS
international visitors and their friends. These paper cranes were
folded by schoolboys/girls in Japan, and were dedicated to the
Children’ s Peace Monument in the Peace Memorial Park
(Hiroshima).

WHY PAPER CRANES? : As you know, when Sadako Sasaki
was 2 years old, the atomic—bomb was dropped on Hiroshima.
She was at her house, which was located about 1.7 kilometers
from the hypocenter. She miraculously escaped injury, and
continued to live as a healthy girl. However, 10 years after the
A-bombing, she developed acute leukemia and died eight
months later. It is because of the aftereffect of radiation of the
A-bombing. But at that time many children died in the same
way. Sadako kept folding paper cranes in the bed following the
popular belief that folding a thousand paper cranes will make
your wishes come true.

CHILDREN’ s PEACE MONUMENT: It was unveiled on
Children’ s Day, May 5™,1958. Her classmates, who were
grief—stricken by her sudden death, started a nationwide
fundraising campaign to erect the monument. That made it
possible*. At the top of the nine—meter monument, a bronze
stature of a young girl lifts a golden crane entrusted with
dreams for a peaceful future.

HERE IS THE INSCRIPTION: The inscription on the stone
block under the monument reads: “This is our cry. This is our
prayer. For building peace in this world.” On the surface of the
bell hung inside the monument, the phrases “A Thousand Paper
Cranes” and “Peace on the Earth and in the Heavens” are
carved in the handwriting of Dr. Hideki Yukawa, Nobel Prize
Laureate in Physics (The City of Hiroshima).

*Reference: HIP' s Hiroshima Guide, by Keiko Ogura, 2016
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