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MY KYUSHU ADVENTURE FROM DOWN UNDER TO ISLAND WONDER

E.K. (Australia)
My name is E.K. and I live in Victoria, Australia. I have been a SERVAS host and traveller since
1988.

I recently travelled to Kyushu where Kyushu SERVAS members opened their hearts and their

homes to me.

My trip began in Osaka with a ferry trip through the Inland Sea delivering me to Beppu in the
early morning. The steam rising above the city was inviting as I
was very keen to experience the magic of onsen. Leaving Bepu I
travelled to Kumamoto Prefecture where I met T.S. my
SERVAS host, and her extended family.

T introduced me to several key Japanese crafts- including
Japanese sweet making, paper making and soba making! We
visited Mt Aso where I walked to the edge of a live volcano! T
and I shared a love of gardening and the view from her home of
late summer rice fields was stunning. She also introduced me to

a new ‘love’ as the national Sumo tournament became my

must-do night time television viewing during its final week.

Leaving Kumamoto, I travelled to Yakushima Island and
witnessed the beauty and history of the ancient forest. A hot
and humid stop in Kagoshima, a magical train trip to Ibusuki
and its famous hot sands was followed by a quick trip to

Unzen. The next day I met my SERVAS day host, A.A. in

Nagasaki city. A impressed me with her commitment to

showcase this wonderful city to many travellers and her gracious

manner.

Heading north, my next stop was Sasebo staying with SERVAS
host, M.M. My visit happened at the same time as full moon and I
was initiated into the joyful Japanese tradition of moon viewing,
along with drinking sake and beer, eating delicious snacks and
singing campfire songs. My two days with M’s family also
included scarecrows, pirate ships and peacocks. Quite an

adventure, lots of laughter and unforgettable!




My host in Saga Prefecture, S.S. took me to see another of Kyushu’s
treasures- Karatsu Castle. Prefect weather and a perfect day. Meeting S

felt like meeting an ‘old friend” where conversation flows comfortably.

My last stop was Fukuoka where two
lovely SERVAS day hosts, Y.Y. and

M.S. in providing a slower pace of

visiting sights gave me a sense of peace
and balance. We happened upon a local school sumo

competition which was such a treat. We shared a lovely lunch on

the lake front. I also visited Dazaifu and its fabulous gardens- one of

the best I've seen over my 4 visits to Japan!

I'll never forget my last night on Kyushu as I joined a tour to Huis Ten Bosh to view the biggest
fireworks display in western Japan! There were thousands of people celebrating the end of
summer but the next day on the plane, I was still celebrating one of the warmest and pleasurable

SERVAS experiences ever.

I hope to one day to return this experience to all Kyushu SERVAS travellers. You are all welcome

in my home.

Thank you again Kyushu and Japan.
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