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Mr.V arrived at my place on the afternoon of January 25th, 2014 and left on 27th. It was my first
experience with someone from Ukraine. My country has long had territorial conflicts with USSR
but SERVAS is no place for political hostilities. So I accepted this friendly Ukranian/American
scholar and this became a nice experience for me. As I had written to him in the beginning, I
couldn't share much time with him but spending two afternoon talks with him was almost enough
for me to know about his background and current business experiences. But to be honest, let me
also add that he is not completely familiar with the idea of SERVAS and that's why I don't blame
him too much for not recognizing the responsibilities of a guest. In a few words, good or bad, this
experienced helped me a lot to know about the life style and culture of Ukraine and I'm happy to
have shared a few hours with Mr. V. P.

Although this was his first time to Japan, his level of Japanese was much higher than mine and

1t's a shame!
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Visit in Kyoto in January 2014, Taiwan Servas AL

I am a new SERVAS member and have experienced my very first encounters

with Servas hosts during my 3 week visit in Kyoto in January 2014. I have

stayed with 3 wonderful families, each being unique and special in their own

way yet they all shared the commonality of welcoming the traveler members
with open arms and warm heart.

Kyoto is a city with tremendous traditions, festivities, cultures and beauty. 1

enjoyed living, eating, and breathing Kyoto; I treasure the history, the customs

of the city; I appreciate the beauty of the temples, the architectures, and the

atmosphere and the mood the city brings. However, the stay with the local host
families has made my experience memorable and exceptional. It had not only enhanced my

understanding and knowledge of Japan, it had also given me the opportunity to deepen my



relationships with its people. I have gained and learned so much that I can't express enough of my
appreciation and gratitude to each and every of my hosts.

My first family -T.H-san in Kyoto (Jan 9-10, 2014)

Thank you for connecting me to your sister S, friends and other SERVAS hosts. I thank you for
your warm hospitality. I appreciate the honor to wear your mother's wedding kimono. I enjoyed the
hike through the temple, in the mountains and the stroll in the neighborhood.

My second family- T. S-san in Otsu (Jan 21-23, 2014)

Thank you for welcoming me as part of your family. It is my honor to be your "chojo" (older
daughter). I admire your dedication to host SERVAS members for 40 years. I am enlightened by
your action of creating the 'friendship orchard' to remember the dear members who have stayed
with you. Your sincerity, hospitality, openness, wholeheartedness have really touched my heart.
Drink lots of red wine, S-san!!

My third family- S. K san in Sakai (Jan 26-27, 2014)

You and your children bring lots smiles to my face. Your youth, energy, and spirit bring liveliness
and light to me. I enjoyed playing with Y-chan and M-chan. They are both so cute and good. You
shed happiness and joy to others and hope you continue your positive outlook in doing what you
enjoy.

I hope one day each one of you can visit my beautiful country of Taiwan. I would love to share my

culture and life with you. You have a family in Taiwan waiting for you!!

Gratitude and respect!!
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