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With warm regard Spain MV
Dear T It was very nice to meet you and your family. I thank you for all the wonderful
hospitality you gave me at your place. Kyoto is a beautiful town that I

enjoyed very much. I am also very thankful for taking care of my

doctor’s needs. I appreciate deeply you coordinating my stay at the
Servas hosts homes. So I can feel more at ease while in Japan. I will

always remember your kindness for being like a mother to me. I

wanted to let you know that I got my stiches removed this

Thank you very much Australia HC

Thank you very much for hosting me. It was lovely to have a family, meal

together, tea ceremony, card game, wearing Kimono etc. This is a warm hearted

family made me feel very welcome. | hope one day you will visit me in
Australia.

From my diary

My stay in Kyoto was an experience. My Servas host was T and she and her
family welcomed me in. Warm Japanese woman. S (T’s sister) met me at the
train station and as we walked in the dark to T’s house. She pointed out all the things she felt I needed to know,
which was way too much for me, having been travelling all day. | was warmly greeted and served dinner. We
followed the meal with the Japanese tea ceremony and a very amusing game of cards. That night was very cold.
The next day T took me on an early morning walk (6.30am) to the top of Fushimi Imari-taisha the head Japanese
Shinto shrine. Shintoism is an ancient religion and still practiced, followers believe that ‘spirits’ live in natural
places such as animals, plants, stones, mountains and rivers, all of nature is worshipped as Gods. Foxes and lions
stand as guardians at the entrance of every part of the shrine. It was quite something as Tomoko told me when to
clap and blow and make a wish and how to wash my hands and drink the sacred water. We walked kilometres
through red painted colonnades, like huge gateways, to top of the mountain and at every turn there were little
shrines with all sorts sacred meanings.

After breakfast Tomoko sent me off sight seeing, after explaining in great detail different bus and train routes to
get to Kinkaku-ji, a golden temple, and Arashiyama. It was very crowded with Chinese tourists spoiling the
experience of the beautiful temple and garden somewhat. Then | wondered down the road and came across
another temple, Ninna-ji, not famous in the eyes of the Chinese or others as it was almost deserted. It has grand
yet intimate at the same time. The room partitions depicted many sense of plants, rocks, the crashing waves,
animals and birds with liveliness and sensitivity. The wooden verandah planks around the building were
exceptionally wide and often with intricate fiddle in the grain, they must have come from very old grand trees.
The entrance to this temple was huge, and was set such that mountains behind on either side created a feeling of

great space. It was hard to imagine | was in the huge city of Kyoto.
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