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Learn to understand Japan with Servas

From September 11th to December 3rd, I traveled with my husband through Japan. We had long planned
to get to know this fascinating country, but so far we had not been there because we expected linguistic
problems and a very different culture. We were a bit afraid, even though we had already explored
numerous countries on different continents as backpackers and on road trips. If one reads travel reports
about Japan, there are repeatedly mentioned, for us strange peculiarities, such as the extra flaps for the
toilet visit, the multi-functional toilet with bidet, the warmed toilet seats and the background noise to
avoid that human noise is to hear for outsiders, as well as the habit of the Japanese to use the same water
for a bath as whole family. We tried to inform ourselves well in advance, so as not to step into every faux
pas. Since the Japanese have the reputation of not being able to speak a lot of English, or not having the
courage to use it, my husband tried to learn Katakana and Hiragana for four months via App Duolingo.

Learning Kanjis is a life's work, even for most Japanese and impossible in that short term.

Precisely because the culture is so different and because language problems seemed preprogrammed, we
decided to use Servas as often as possible to get behind the scenes and understand the foreign culture
better. The pre-planning was quite time-consuming and tedious. If you travel for three months and can’t
even predict in advance how to travel, because Japan Rail passes are only valid for 1-3 weeks and
therefore made no sense for us, it was difficult to say when we would be at different places. I wrote to all
eligible hosts as early as June and asked for a visit within a time span that made a visit to the area probable.
About half did not respond, some of the mail came back because something was wrong with the address
and some sent a rejection. With those who had promised us to be welcome at a certain period of time, we
stayed in mail contact and it finally came to 7 encounters. The effort was definitely worth it, because the
hosts we got to know made our trip a wonderful experience that we will never forget. With this travelogue
we would like to say thank you once again for all the effort our hosts have made to give us an intense and

unforgettable time.

Tokyo—Sendai— gy —>Fukushima— g@y — Aomori— gy —Niigata— gy —Tsu— gy —Kyoto



After Tsu, our trip to Kyoto took us to T and K and here again I have to say a special thank you! Not only
that the two open their house to many Servas guests and show their great hospitality so that we were

allowed to be there with an American and an English couple in a row, they also saved us from a desperate
situation! In Kyoto, I got an appendicitis on the weekend before the coronation of the new Emperor. Not
only did T travel with us to a hospital, which was willing to accept a foreign patient on a weekend, he also
translated everything from English into Japanese. We would have helplessly failed here, because even my
name and date of birth had to be translated into Japanese! Even Google would certainly have been of no

help to us in this situation.

TET—

As only an ambulant antibiotic therapy was tried, T invited us as a matter of course to live with them for
the next three days and drove daily as an interpreter to the hospital. In the end I had to be admitted to the
surgery, so at long last we stayed at K’s and T’s house for a full fortnight and they took care of us with

much effort and love. We tried to thank them in the last few days by cooking dishes from Europe several

times, but we know that there is nothing in the world we could pay for what they had done us good.
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We also met Y and S from Otsu in their house who we actually wanted to visit after Kyoto, which was not
possible now. They brought with them very delicious homemade bread, because they have a bakery and
try to bake German recipes. It really was a blessing, because in Japan there is otherwise only toast bread

and similar soft, light bread to buy.

Kyoto— gy —Kure— g@ —Macebashi — g@y —Nikko — g@y —Fukushima — ggy —Sendai—Tokyo

Many thanks to all our dear Servas friends and also to those who had invited us, but due to time
constraints we could not visit anymore.

Bad Harzburg, 7.12.2019
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