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June 17, 2019

When we were planning our trip to Japan, our friend K told us that
Servas members and Servas hospitality in Japan are wonderful, and
he is right! We are at the end of our third Servas visit, and we have
met such friendly and helpful people, learned so much we would not
learn on a tour or on our own, and seen and enjoyed a lot of things
that we would never have found on our own! In the Lake Suwa area,
N and H showed us the famous Suwa shrine, as well as some

beautiful temples and gardens, while also sharing the fun of the

conveyor—belt sushi experience! N and our next hostess, S in

Kariya, wrote out very precise instructions for us so we would not take the wrong train! This is so helpful for us,
because as we watch the stations speed by, we know what to watch and listen for! S and her friend H provided us
with a wonderful day in an elementary school, where we had fun and relived the joy of teaching while practicing
English with the very sweet students. And I tried tie— dye, although 1 didn’t follow instructions well, and mine
won’ t be quite ‘regulation’. I also had the fun experience of an onsen, including dashing through the rain to an
outside pool. We also had a lovely dinner with local Servas members and some of them joined us for breakfast and
a trip to a pottery village, where we had a traditional lunch in a fascinating old building. Then S put us back on a
train with very specific instructions, which we followed well enough to find T and K in Okubo, near Kyoto. Along
with T s 90—year—old mother, they have made us welcome, taken us to see the lovely “Spring—gushing temple”
in the woods, stuffed us with sushi and other delights, taken us to Nara, and encouraged us to visit the “tea city”
of Uji, with its world heritage Byodoin Temple and Ujikami shrine, which we did today. We cannot thank all of
these people enough but our hearts are full with new friendships as well as our heads dizzy with new learning!
And we still have two more hosts to visit! We can only hope that many Japanese Servas people will visit us so we

can try to show them as much generous hospitality as we have received here in Japan.
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