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August 6th this year marks the 77th anniversary
when in 1945 United States Forces dropped the first
atomic bomb on the city of Hiroshima in Japan, killing
an estimated 140,000 people.

Three days later, U.S. forces dropped a second nuclear
bomb on Nagasaki, killing an estimated 75,000 people.

Thousands more died in the following months and years

from radiation sickness. On this date, people from

%z across Japan and around the world gathered in
RS OREAG R Hiroshima to honour the victims of the world's first
nuclear attack and to call for an end to weapons of destruction.

In Ise City, Mie Pref, far away from Hiroshima, after a silent prayer at 8:15 a.m. we rang the bell
at the exact time the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima 77 years ago. Afterward at my house
near the temple, Kamishibai “Never Again”, a traditional Japanese picture story of “nuclear disaster”
was performed by an 87-year-old woman. We then listened to “experiences of the Air Raids in Ise”
by participants.

August 9th commemorated Nagasaki Day, Nagasaki Peace
Ceremony was held with 83 countries. I would, at this time,
like to express my deepest sadness on the passing of world-
renowned Japanese fashion designer Issey Miyake who was
born in Hiroshima in 1938. Issey Miyake was 7 years old
when the United States Forces dropped an atomic bomb on

Hiroshima. He never spoke publicly about this disaster in

his life, only breaking silence once in a 2009 New York Times ——
MERI 2L o

article calling for nuclear disarmament. He realized that he R
had a responsibility to speak out as a survivor after listening to President Obama’s speech seeking
to promote peace and security for a world without nuclear weapons. He wrote “When I close my
eyes, I still see things no one should ever experience: a bright red light, the black cloud soon after,
people running in every direction trying desperately to escape.” Miyake urged President Obama to
visit Hiroshima which he finally did in 2016.

The first time I met my English friend A. in front of the Tower of London, she noticed the small
'Pleats Please' bag on my shoulder designed by Issey Miyake. We enjoyed spending time in London,
discovering a sale of Issey Miyake clothing. A. was determined to visit me in Ise. However, due to
the Corona Virus pandemic, she gave up her dream of visiting Ise, Japan until it is safe to do so.

Our wish is that we will meet again in Japan in the near future.
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