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Dear Servas International Member Groups

I hope this message finds you well, even though
we're all shocked from the terrible fact that the
world is suffering from yet another armed
conflict, this time in Ukraine. Our thoughts
are today with all the people who are the
innocent victims of the horrors of that war. [
It is now more Important than ever that we as ] TWJtter ﬁ@ﬁﬂ/ H%I 9
members of Servas pursue our overarching, long-term vision of a more peaceful world, and

continue our mission is to contribute to achieving this goal.
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SI President, Jonny Sagénger, has sent a message to Servas Ukraine NS, S. Kibitkin yesterday

morning. Many international Servas friends have sent support messages to members in

Ukraine, as well.

The only thing we can do is show our solidarity and let them know they are not forgotten. And

if they need a place to stay, while this insanity is going on, I'm hoping that they have Servas

friend in Europe who may be able to help.
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“2nd Servas East Asia Online Meeting 23 Jun 2022~SDG s Kimono Remake~
Servas Japan HT
After the Industrial Revolution, mass production and mass consumption had a negative impact
on the environment, waste pollution, climate change, and so on. In order to alleviate the
problem, reduce, reuse, recycle are used as solutions. I will report one of my hobbies, kimono
reuse. Itis related to SDGs No.12 Responsible Consumption and Production

Traditional Japanese clothing is Kimono. dJapanese wore Kimono every day. My family wore
Kimono, too. Ilivein Kyoto. Many Servas members visit our home and enjoy Japanese culture,
Japanese card game, Matcha tea, or Origami, etc. Then, I put kimono on Servas guests. They
enjoy it very much. However, kimono is not suitable for active movements. Nowadays, most
people wear it not always. Japanese wear Kimono on special occasions, for example, Weddings,
summer Bon festival dances, Japanese dance performances in theaters, famous Maiko and
Geisha. Ihave many kimonos. So, I have been remaking these kimonos into clothes. Let me
show you some of them. These clothes are from Kimono. I wearremake clothes usually. Iam
remaking Kimonos to lovely small things, too.

My sister N had severe stomach cancer, and she died. Her daughter K was very sad. 1
remade the clothes that N used to wear for K's baby. K was very pleased that her mother N
seemed to be always by her side. Things have life. Instead of throwing away the things that
are no longer needed, let's reuse what we don't need anymore, and give them new life. This is

the “Responsible Consumption and Production”.
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Subject: Thank you for your great presentation

Dear S,
With great attention I followed the 2nd South East Asia and especially your presentation of your
beautiful plants on your balcony and the information on the chestnut
tiger butterfly. It was so great to see you again and to learn about your
gardening hobby. I shall follow your example and grow more flower
plants on my Balcony.

Now, I wish you All the Best for 2022 and lots of joy with your plants.

Warm regards M. from Frankfurt/Germany
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Dear Servas friends,

We wish you all the best for the New Year, especially good health.
Hopefully in 2022 CoVid will be overcome. We are boostered but still we live
very quietly and don’t go to restaurants or meetings inside buildings. We
prefer to meet our friends outside and go for a walk with them.

We did not register for the meeting on January, 23rd but we will listen to

the talk. So you won’t see us but we will be there listening.

Take care and kind regards
H. and M.

Dear S,

Congratulations !

I was so pleased to see you yesterday on you tube and listen to about your
love to flowers.

I remember very well your balcony and time which we spent together in
Yokohama ! It was a great time !!

I wanted to be at Zoom but I could not to get the link and then I could see
everything on you tube.

Could you please send me the e-mail address of Tomoko. I would also like

to congratulate her / I know her because we stayed in her house in Kioto

when we were in Japan with the family.

My very best regards. Please pass my greetings to your girlfriend from Yokohama who was with
you in Poland.

M.S.

S.H. 05-Feb-2022

Dear Servas friend S.T. san

Thank you for your mail and the details. Yes I thoroughly enjoyed all the presentation and I was
very impressed with your gardening Skill. Would love to visit Japan once again. You are also most
welcome to come to Rajasthan India. Hope to meet you someday

Take care and stay in touch with warm regards and love

yours in peace
S.H.
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“First time beekeeping”
AT

Two years ago, as a hobby, I started keeping wild Japanese
honeybees, which have a habit

o ‘, LENF
of escaping in stacked boxes. y A% Queen bee
There are also a slightly larger
Western honeybees imported as

livestock during the Meiji era in

Japan.

The queen bee feeds

exclusively on royal jelly and lays 1,000 to 2,000 eggs daily, with a
lifespan of 2-3 years. All worker bees are female and their lifespan is 1-3 months. They change
jobs in the hive depend on age in days, and after the 20th day, they go outside to collect nectar and
pollen to bring them home.

In the spring, male bees appear. In English, the male bees are called drones, the same as radio—
controlled drones, meaning lazy or useless. In fact, male bees have

no venomous stinger, does no work in the hive, and are useless except

during the breeding season.

When a new queen is born in the spring, swarm will occur. The old
queen leaves with half of the swarm and the new queen takes over
the hive. At this time, the whole area is filled with flying bees.
They are not aggressive, but I don't want to get closer. Eventually,

they gather on nearby branch and form a s

cluster. If you can capture the queen bee

along with it, you will get another colony.

As the hive grows, it is ready to collect honey.
Japanese honeybees collect pollen and nectar from
multiple flowers, so they are called "Multifloral Honey". It
is valuable because the number of times and the amount

of honey that can be collected is small. The taste is rich
9



and deep, and the comb honey from the hive is the best. I also made a candle of beeswax.

I 1it it on our Buddhist altar as offering during the Bon Festival.

The populations of insects, including honeybees, are declining. Land
development has reduced the amount of green space, and in parks, trees with
falling petals and fruits are disliked, and lawns are all over the place.
Compared to 1970, canola flower decreased to 5% and Chinese milk vetch
decreased to 11%. White clover has also decreased. The grasses on the banks are cut before they
bloom. Where are the insect habitats? The use of herbicides, agricultural chemicals and
pesticides is fatal to insects.

In the mountains, thickets have been replaced into artificial forests full of cedars and other
conifers, which are the cause of hay fever. Deer @
damage has also increased, and there are areas in the ‘
mountains where no grass grows at all. Even the w
bark has been stripped off the trees.

Due to global warming, cherry blossoms and other b 0 ‘
flowers will bloom earlier, even though the bees have .
not yet started their activities. If rain continues due Y ‘ é
to abnormal weather, bees will not fly and honey 58(‘ ﬁ

cannot be collected.

M\@%

83
@
°
a0

If the number of insects that carry pollen decreases, many crops and fruits will not be harvested
and agriculture will decline. We will not be able to grow vegetable gardens. Without bees, we will
not be able to drink coffee in the morning.

3 : What we can do is to grow plants that can be a source of
nectar? We should not weed too much and leave some
wildflowers. It would be better to plant fruit trees on the
grounds of public facilities, so that people can eat them in
case of a disaster. I would like to see various kinds of

trees planted rather than rows of the same trees. Many

parents and children do not like insects. I hope that both

adults and children will take interest in insects and learn about their wonderful roles.

10
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From whence come, I know not, these tears of gratitude in my heart

by Saigyo Hoshi (Buddhist monk and poet in the Heian period)
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[From Climate Change to Climate Emergency]

How can we, Servas members, be part of the solution?

By Danielle Serres, SI UN Coordinator, Jeanne Devine, SI Main Rep at the UN NY, and Gopal
Rajan, SI Rep at the UN NY Sustainable Development Goal 13 Take urgent action to combat climate
change and its impacts. (See United Nations Environment Programme [UNEP]:

https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/sustainable-development-goals/why-do-sustainable-

development-goals-matter/goal-13)

Every one of us can help limit climate change and take care of our planet. From the way we travel,
to the electricity we use and the food we eat, we can make a difference. By making choices that
have less harmful effects on the environment, we can be part of the solution and influence change.
We, SI Reps at the UN, have some proposals :

* Create less pollution, avoid plastics, use less energy, reduce travel by air and gasoline-powered

vehicles
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* Consume less meat and buy locally, and avoid food waste

+ Join forces with like-minded organizations, including supporting Fridays for Future, the youth-
driven movement inspired by Swedish activist Greta Thunberg

* Support Servas members in countries where they are more at risk

* Support local and national leaders who are committed to addressing climate change

* Support the faster disbursement of financial help to poor countries, to mitigate and adapt to
climate change in a decisive manner.

What are your suggestions?
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