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With every true friendship we build the basis for World Peace.
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Starting Story of Servas Japan
- Historical Episode accelerated creation of Servas Japan -

Dear Jonny and Amir,
Takashi Aoki

Formation of Servas Japan was accelerated by a Cambridge University student Russel
Schiller, a Servas traveler staying in his first visiting country, the USA in 1961. He wanted to
visit Japan after USA but no Servas organization existed in Japan.

He decided to send a letter to the newspaper company in Japan publishing paper in English
every day, asking to print his message addressed to the Japanese readers in the newspaper.
Message said, “Please write me back if you wish me to stay at your home. | am planning to
visit Japan shortly to make friends in such a mysterious country.” | sent my letter to him with
some excitement.

In January of 1962, a cargo-passenger ship arrived in Yokohama port from west coast of the
United States and the English young man stepped out. Surprisingly, he immediately
encountered the totally unbelievable scene for him. Many Japanese rushed to him and
surrounded him, crying “Welcome visit Japan.” They were the mixture of many newspaper
men, radio staffs but also considerable number of usual persons included. This apparently
means many people mailed their letters to Schiller-san in the USA like me. They agreed very
positively to Servas spirit and were ready to open doors to foreigners.

The group of these kind of people raised many questions with the strong interest and
excitement to Servas and Schiller-san fully enjoyed very busy Japanese happy days to meet
many friendly Japanese. Movement of Servas Japan creation boiled up and this new
organization started already in September 1962, more than 50 years ago.

Thus, Servas Japan started very smoothly only after half-year from Schiller’s first visit to
Japan.

This is the true story more than 50years ago.
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