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“Chiri mo tsumoreba yama to naru”
The short story of my trip around Japan with a few added flourishes for amusement's sake (not Nihonshu).
started my travels with a fellow ALT, "Dave”. He is a lovely man.

Chapter 1: Tokyo and the hustle and bustle of the big city livin".

“tonari no kyaku wa yoku kaki kyu kakuda”
We went to Tokyo together. The bus left early from Sendai, 6.30am. and we arrived in the capital in a mere
five minutes. Only joking! The journey took a just —five- hours.
We made it to the hostel. It was not the “hotel California” but rather “Guesthouse Asakusa”. As the famous
British Tv advert says: “It does exactly what it says on the tin”. Like a watering hole in the African Savannah
this is the kind of place that attracts creatures from all over. There were Australians, Americans (from
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Florida), more Americans, some Spanish people and of course plenty of natives,

The plan involved guestions and guessing : And the result...Let's sidetrack on the onsen. Of all the
experiences I've had so far in Japan the onsen is perhaps the best- “why?!”, | hear you cry. Put simply, it is
an exquisite mosaic of sense impressions which leave the soul free to enter and go from the body at will. It
calms the mind. he onsen was cheap. How cheap? Well, again, let me refer to an old British expression “as
cheap as chips". About four to five hundred yen.

Chapter 2: Himawari and 5 star dining.

From Tokyo | took a bewitching array of trains going in different
directions to arrive at my final destination Hinoharu station
somewhere South of Tokyo. | was very tired when | finally met Mr.
Y, a Servas member. . Both he and his wife were incredibly kind to
me during the few days | spent with them. The first day was spent
familiarizing myself with my new surroundings and breaking the
proverbial ice as it's called in English teaching circles.

The second day the three boys went on an adventure.

At the falls area many Japanese families were sitting, chatting and
watching the water fall away elegantly . We went to see the
sunflowers too. Now for someone in Scotland that may seem a bit
strange. However on top of that | was treated to luxurious fresh ice
cream. This would rival the best Scotland has to offer: a beautiful
little place on the high street in St. Andrews. Maybe even beat
it...

The next day, the14™ of August, | made my farewells to Mr. and Mrs. Y.

Chapter 3: Nagoya and the | family

The | family consists of Mr. and Mrs. | and their daughter. | stayed with them for one and a half days and one
night. What a beautiful family they are. | enjoyed my first afternoon with mother and daughter. It was a hot
Saturday and people were sleeping on benches and staying cool in the big malls. We went first to get Mrs.
I's hair cut from a small barbershop just around the corner from their flat. It sounds so mundane in writing
but in practice | couldn’t have felt more at home in their company. Mrs. | is an open-minded mother who
tries to expose her daughter to various enriching experiences. Blowing bubbles and drawing on the
sidewalk in chalk are two examples. It made me think that creativity is about letting go of what you think you
know and accepting what the moment brings.

In the evening time, Mr. | returned from his work and we met him coming out of the nearest station exit. He
came across as a relaxed and happy man. For dinner Mrs. | cooked a simple yet delicious mix of dishes. |
remember eating a slightly bitter vegetable that was in season at the time. My brain initially reacted by
saying it's not good; then it thought it's just different to what I'm used to; then | had some more and it thought
it's actually quite good. Being in a new environment means experiencing things which you are not used to.
Sometimes this can be exciting and sometimes a little scary. In my experience if | stay open-minded then |
come away with good memories.

Again, | could write forever about the short time | spent in Nagoya but time is calling so let's move on to my
last fixed destination: Nara. Thank you the | family.

Conclusion: To be continued...

God knows how many trains | took to get back to Funaoka station from Nara with seishun 18 ticket. |
enjoyed my travels immensely during the August break and am grateful to everyone | met a long the way. |
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look forward to next adventure. Maybe with less trains...
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