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The purpose of SERVAS. For future travelers.

There are two kinds of holidays:-

1. the kind taken purely for pleasure — to have a rest and to enjoy yourself i.e. sailing on Biwako;
visiting castles on the Rhine; swimming in the Mediterranean; seeing the Empire State Building; or
visiting the British Museum.

2. this kind is also for pleasure too, but it will have more purpose and probably will not be “a rest”. This
kind of holiday is for the person who has a curiosity about places, their history, their people and

their customs. This is the holiday where Servas plays an invaluable part.

To go camping or swimming or seeing the Eiffel Tower we don’t need to communicate with anyone to
enjoy ourselves. I know, I've spent many happy days on the beach, wandering round cities seeing the
sights, tasting new food, enjoying the parks and seeing at firsthand famous paintings. We can have a

marvelous time, just by ourselves or with our friends.

But Servas offers a different aspect of the country we visit, and it is through Servas that we can gain a far
deeper understanding of that country and her people. Maybe we will miss seeing the Eiffel Tower, or the
British Museum. But what can we see or find out instead? Perhaps how a white teacher works in an
all-black school in the southern states of America; how a group in Indians are teaching and helping some
of the poorest tribal people of India new farming method, basic education and health; or on the other
hand how an ex-prince lives in his luxurious palace but still takes care of his land and people; how a
Dutch city grew out of nothing after World War II and now provides some of the best facilities to be
found in any city anywhere; what a vegetarian eats everyday; how a large family live in tiny rooms above

their tailors shop.

Such experiences as these (and these are some of mine) will be unique to you. You cannot find out from
Travel Books or films. You may not even have any photographs to remind yourself or show your friends.

But your life will be richer and you will have learnt something from these experiences.

But Servas works two ways. We will find when staying with Servas hosts and chatting over dinner, or
over coffee in the restaurant, or over a glass of beer in the pub, that they too want to learn about us, our
ideas and our country. For some reason, our host may not be able to travel abroad himself, and we are
an important link. We must be willing to open-up and express ourselves freely as far as any language

barriers permit us.

If we travel from Japan to Europe or America, it may be a once-in-a-lifetime trip. Just as for many
Europeans or Americans a visit to Asia may be. Therefore we should think carefully how we are going to

spend such precious time.



What will we gain by spending a couple of days in many famous cities? We already know what sights we
will see, we have seen then in books. And after visiting 4 or 5 cities we will be confused as to which is
which. This kind of holiday is for organized group tours, where we don’t need to worry about catching the

next train or plane.

It would be far better to spend a few weeks (or months) in just one or two countries. Then you will feel
that you have really gained some insight into that country. You will also be a more interesting person to

talk to than the person who only shows photographs of places that every body knows.

How would you feel when meeting your Servas traveler who is to stay 2 nights with you, that he is tired
because he flew in from Bangkok two days ago, stayed 2 nights in Tokyo and in 2 days time will be flying
to Korea? I doubt that you will feel he has a real interest in understanding Japan or the Japanese. You

may even resent him and feel that you are being used.

So give serious thought before deciding to travel with Servas. If you wish to travel as a tourist, then find

your own hotels or hostels, or travel in a organized group.

But if you feel that you have something to give besides something to learn, and if you have a genuine
concern for creating peace between countries, even though it be on an individual level, then travel with
Servas. You will not be treated as a special guest, and don’t expect to be. You will be treated as part of the
family and should behave as such. Through this valuable experience and the exchange of ideas we hope

that you will have contributed to the original aim of Servas which is to build peace.
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